Walrus Joins In
1
What will Walrus do?
Everyone at the North Pole was very excited. There was going to
be a show and ANYONE could be in it.
‘| will do skating,’ said Arctic Fox. ‘I'm good at that!’
‘I'll do tumbling,’ said Polar Bear. ‘No one tumbles quite like me!
‘I'll do singing,” said Seal. ‘Everyone says | have a very fine voice!’
‘Then I'll do diving,” said Whale. ‘I won a prize for diving at school,
you know!
They all looked at Walrus. ‘What will YOU do?’ they asked.
But Walrus was not good at anything.
He wasn't good at skating, and he wasn’t good at tumbling.

He was terrible at singing, and when he tried to dive, he always got
water up his nose.

He sat and chewed his whiskers sadly.

‘Never mind,’” said Arctic Fox. ‘You can watch us.’
Arctic Fox and Polar Bear and Seal and Whale practised hard for
the big show.
Walrus hid behind a snowdrift and watched, and chewed his
whiskers.
He wished he was good at something.
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The big night

At last, the big night arrived. Everyone sat down and waited for the

show to begin. Walrus sat in the front row. He was very excited.
Fox came onto the ice and bowed. Everyone cheered.

Then Fox began to skate. Fox skated forwards and backwards and

sideways. She skated in perfect circles and figures of eight. She

was elegant and amazing!

Walrus watched and he loved what he saw. Fox made it all look so

easy.

Walrus was sure that if he really tried he could skate just like Fox.

He couldn’t stop himself. He just had to leap onto the ice and join

in with Fox. “I can skate,” he cried. “Look at me!”

But Walrus couldn’t skate at all. He could only trip up and fall over.

He bumped into Fox, and Fox went flat on her face. FLOMP!

Fox was very upset. “Walrus has RUINED my act,” she wailed.

Next, it was Polar Bear’s turn. He rolled out across the ice like a

big, white snowball. Everyone clapped wildly.

Then Polar Bear began to tumble. He did jumps and spins and

somersaults, and stood on his head.

Walrus watched and he loved what he saw. Polar Bear made it all

look such fun. Walrus was sure that this time, if he really tried, he

could tumble just like Polar Bear.

All of a sudden, Walrus just couldn’t stop himself, and he leaped

onto the ice.

“l can tumble too,” he cried. “Look at me!”

But Walrus couldn’t tumble at all. He could only trip up and fall

over. He tripped up Polar Bear, who came down with a WALLOP!

Of course, Polar Bear was pretty angry. “Walrus has RUINED my

act,” he wailed.
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From bad to worse

It was Seal’s turn next. She gave Walrus a don’t-you-dare stare,
and then she started to sing:

“O, how many heart rejoices when | see the Northern Lights.

My ear is filled with voices sweetly singing in the night!”

Walrus listened. What a beautiful song! Surely if he really tried, he
could sing as beautifully as Seal? Oh, dear. Walrus just couldn’t
stop himself again.

“I know that song,” he cried. “I can sing it too!”

He leaped up and started singing along with Seal.

But Walrus couldn’t sing! He sounded terrible. In fact, he sounded
like a rusty old bucket.

Seal stopped singing and burst into floods of tears.

“Walrus has RUINED my song,” she wailed.

Wale was last. He was pretty certain that Walrus could not ruin his
act.

Whale leaped high out of the water. Then he fell back with an
enormous splash!

Walrus watched. He wished that he could dive like that. His
flippers began to twitch, and his whiskers bristled with excitement.

52 N (RiH)

1

TR LA 27

AEREEN NGO EAR S ey, KA — DR, AR AT L0,
“ R GRIDWTUK, 7 AEHIIIR L.« BARTE R GFUR L

“ IR GRIB)BIEK, 7 BB UL, “ B NREBR I —ARRIECL
“ R GRIMEAR, 7 UL T A — MR
“HR R, BB, “IRTTANER), FAFRERE KL
MAIHEE TS . “ IR Alg? “AdfiT .

EHRSA AT (HD.

AT K, AR .

AR ARARREES , A K, At SR ST K HERE T At S 1 B
b ARAEAR L, AR R AL R

CHRFR, T ARG, AR AT LR AT R 7

BRI, ARk AR R AR TR IR AT

TG PAETHE R, ALK BT

fb Ay B ARG 5))

2

L PN

K, BRIIBERIE 7o RFA P RERFRBITUR . R ARAERT
Heo MbARF W)

IR EUK E, 5. PHAT IO

e, IITFURTH UK. IOBETHY, JEi, M. it 5 Se i I el
M8 T MR A L

BEE, WERMITERIN. LV E R AR S .
R, WARMSER L, ARSI

A A 4L Bk 0K, A SUIICH) H KR

“CHETHUK, 7 AIE . B

B, W% nBARTIK. AR,

fibd b T, IO AN I . A

PRGN o “ BRSBTS S35 Ui

TATH, BT IR, MbAEK RS, B AN A RERR. A
MWV

A, ACHRETT ARG 21 o ABBERRAIER, . BT, 5L,
WEEE, IRENAITE R . AR X — DR R W A R .
WEATE, XK, WEORARSERR 22, Al AL A — R -
RAR, WHEAALE, BkBlK L.

“RRAL B 7 A . “EH

B, WR—m WA N SPokEk L. fl2f 1Lt sE,
JERR AR B E DK 1t

AR, JEMARIR AT R T IRINARE, 7 O UL

3 ok
I, W TSI, R U, TR
e

“W, CHEREICBOLTRZEZ AR

FER B H A FE WA S 5 L

WA . AR 9%, RS, REET SHEsh
—RELFIg Y mE, ORI R A B

“HRFE AR, 7 A B IRL ¢

ik 7R, THARBEA R30I, .

TEHER AR L AR A S W R T . SR8 b, Al A Wk
KA IH A -

HES DN TRUSE /SR EL UP ST P

RSB T B, 7 R .

Mgt i e J (B o ABATMR IR AN S B T b IR 8

R B K IAR R SRS AR A KIS B R TRAE !

WHREH . ARG PEBK . BRI, MAmZr
TR, MBS R R A I G -

EEA AT T DL

ARV KN BB 5T AR AT AR “ IS A KA S b S B

BEHA AL MBIUNMARS .




He tried and tried his very best not to join in.

But then he had a brilliant idea.

“I'll hold my nose when | dive,” he thought. “Then the water won't
go up it!”

Walrus just couldn’t stop himself. He had to join in.

“Everybody, look at me!” he cried, as he leaped into the water. “I
can dive too!”

But just at that moment, Whale was getting ready to spout a big jet
of water.

WHOOSH!

Whale spouted Walrus high into the air!

Everyone was watching Walrus now. They clapped and cheered
as Walrus landed back in the sea with a SPLOSH!

Whale was furious. “You are a meddling, incompetent BUFFOON!"
he roared. “You have RUINED my act. Now GET OUT OF MY
SIGHT!”

Whale was pretty scary when he was angry. Walrus turned tail and
fled. He hid behind a snowdrift, feeling sad and very sorry.
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The show will go on!

The show was over. Fox and Polar Bear and Seal and Whale
stood in a line, blushing and wishing that Walrus had not ruined
everything.

But everyone was cheering like mad.

“Well done, Polar Bear, well done, Seal! Well done, Fox and
Whale!” they shouted. “But where’s the clown? Why isn’t he here?
Where’s Walrus?”

Behind is snowdrift, Walrus heard the cheers. Were they really
cheering for him, too?

Yes! They were!

He shuffled up to Fox and Polar Bear and Seal And Whale.
“I'm very sorry,” he said.

“So you should be,” said Fox.
“At least everyone thought you were part of the show,” said Polar
Bear.
“I suppose,” said Seal, “if Walrus was really part of our next show,
it couldn’t be any worse.”
Walrus was overjoyed. “Me?” he cried. “Truly? Can | be part of the
show? Can | join in next time?”
“Yes,” said Whale. “It will be

a lot safer that way. You can be the clown. As long as you do it
properly.”
Walrus practiced hard and became a very good clown indeed.
Now he is so good that Fox, Polar Bear, Seal and Whale are glad
he is taking part.
Sometimes, when Walrus is clowning around, they really just can’t
stop themselves. They have to join in too!
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Fox skated forwards and backwards and sideways. She skated in perfect circle and figures of eight. She was elegant
and amazing!

Walrus has ruined my act.

It was Seal’s turn next. She gave Walrus a don’t-you-dare stare.

hold my nose

do skating do tumbling do singing do diving

night right sight light

snow slow now row

backwards forwards

dare stare

tail wail

properly really surely truly sweetly  beautifully



